CHAPTER IV

Fort Leavenworth and the Mexican War

From time to time, in the years immediately preceding
the Mexican War, rumors had reached the Post of the trouble
brewing to the south, in Texas and Mexico. The success of
Sam Houston in withdrawing Texas from the sovereignty of
Mexico; the recognition of Texas as an independent State by
the United States and by several European powers; Texas’
request to be admitted into the Union—all had long been
topics of conversation, even in the remote districts of the In-
dian country. The election of James K. Polk to the Presi-
dency of the United States brought matters to a climax.
He favored both the annexation of Texas as a slave State and
the reoccupation of Oregon. The latter territory was too
far north for the development of slavery, but its inclusion as
an item in the platform of the Democratic party at this time
was coupled with that of Texas, in order to make the acqui-
sition of this slave State more acceptable to the north. In-
asmuch as Polk was a pro-slavery man, it became evident at
once that he would favor the request of Texas for admission
as a slave State. The matter was speedily concluded and on
July 4, 1845, Texas became a State on her own terms. This
action on the part of the United States immediately precipi-
tated the trouble which had been feared. The United States
and Texas both contended that the new State extended as
far south as the Rio Grande. This river had been the south-
ern limit of Texas in 1800 when Spain ceded it to France,
and also when the United States acquired it from France in
1803 as a part of the Louisiana Purchase. As a part of Mex-
ico, however, the State boundaries of Texas had reached only
as far south as the Nueces River, and Mexico refused to
recognize any other boundary. President Polk decided to in-
sist upon the Rio Grande line and ordered General Zachary
Taylor, who was already in Texas with 4000 men, to cross the
Nueces and advance to the Rio Grande. Retaliation imme-
diately followed and war was declared.
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In May, 1846, Congress authorized the President to call
50,000 volunteers for the purpose of operating against Mex-
ico. These forces were to be organized—the Army of Oc-
cupation, the Army of the Centre, and the Army of the West.
The latter force was to direct its march upon the city of
Santa Fe. The original plan was, however, somewhat
changed, and General Stephen W. Kearney, who commanded
the Army of the West, divided his troops into three separate
bodies. He proposed to lead the first command in person to
Santa Fe from there to the Pacific coast. One force of
a thousand volunteers was to march into the State of Chi-
huahua under Colonel Alexander W. Doniphan, while the
remainder and greater part of the troops, under Colonel
Sterling Price, was to march to Santa Fe after its capture,
and garrison it while General Kearney proceeded to Cali-
fornia. A

It was with the Army of the West that we are especially
concerned, for Fort Leavenworth was designated as the out-
fitting post for the expedition. This Army of the West, with
the exception of a small force of Regular dragoons, was made
up entirely of Volunteer troops from the State of Missouri.
There were two light batteries from St. Louis, one battalion
of infantry from Cole and Platte Counties, one separate
company known as the LaClede Rangers, and the First Mis-
souri Mounted Volunteers. The entire force numbered 1658
men. The Regular dragoons were under the command of
Major E. V. Sumner; the First Missouri Mounted Volun-
teers was led by Colonel A. W. Doniphan; one company of
infantry and one battery of artillery was commanded by
Major M. L. Clarke, and two companies of infantry were
under Captain W. Z. Angney. Accompanying the expedi-
tion were fifteen Delaware and Shawnee Indians and a party
of United States topographical engineers under Lieutenant
W. H. Emory. Emory accompanied the advance guard of
the expedition, and his reconnaissance in New Mexico and
California furnished a topographical map of the route of
march and a very interesting and exhaustive report upon the
many unusual things that were to be seen along the route.

General Kearney’s army of sturdy young Missourians
was organized quickly, equipped, and made ready for its long
and difficult march. “The practicability of marching a large
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army,” said Major Henry Inman in his Old Santa Fe Trail,
“over the waste, uncultivated, uninhabited prairie regions of
the West was universally regarded as problematical.”

With June 26, came the day of the start. We can pic-
ture the crowds of men, women, and children who came from
all the country round to bid their relatives and friends good-
bye. There were many patriotic addresses and presenta-
tions of flags and banners. There was much excitement
which appears to have communicated itself to the mounts,
for Inman says, “The horses were generally wild, fiery, and
unused to military trappings and equipments. Amidst the
fluttering of banners, the soundings of bugles, the rattlings
of artillery, the clattering of sabres and also of cooking uten-
sils, some of them took fright and scampered pell-mell over
the wide prairie.” The crowd watched the last of the march-
ing columns wind out of the Post toward the Great Plains
and a foreign war, and then they turned thoughtfully home-
ward without seeing the last of the great supply train of 500
pack mules, 1550 covered wagons, and many hundred of beef
cattle.

The march proved to be a hard one. Major William A.
Ganoe in his History of the United States Army says that
“those in advance had to break their way through the rough-
est of country. After passing over unwooded areas where
cooking was largely impossible, where water was brackish,
the way uphill, the mosquitoes and gnats scurrilous, the food
scarce, the scurvy prevalent, the whole command found it-
self on the Arkansas at Bent’s Fort.

Finally on the 18th day of August 1846, after a tire-
some march of 900 miles in less than 50 days, General
Kearney with his whole command entered the city of Santa
Fe where he raised the Stars and Stripes and declared Santa
Fe to be under the government of the United States.

Colonel Doniphan remained in Santa Fe until November
when he led the Missouri Mounted Volunteers into the Nava-
jo Indian country. Having accomplished the object of this
expedition, he returned to the Rio del Norte. Reinforced
by two batteries of light artillery, in December, 1846, he
turned to the south and marched on Chihuahua. Then fol-
lowed, in quick succession, his victories of Brazito and Sac-
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ramento, the capture of Chihuahua, the march of his forces

" through the unknown country between Chihuahua and Sal-

tillo, and his triumphal arrival at the latter city. While in
Saltillo, the terms of the men’s enlistments began to run out,
so the march of the regiment was continued to Matamoras,
from which port it went by ship to New Orleans. Here the
men of the regiment were disecharged, finally arriving in Mis-
souri on July 1, 1847. :

The march of this regiment from Fort Leavenworth to
Santa Fe, Chihuahua, Saltillo, and Matamoras, a distance of
nearly 3600 miles, is known in history as “Doniphan’s ex-
pedition.” In his report of 1847, the Secretary of War said
of the expedition : “This adventurous march by Colonel Don-
iphan and his small and gallant command, of more than one
thousand miles through a hostile country, in the course of
which two battles were fought against vastly superior num-
bers, and decisive victories won with great loss on the part
of the enemy and almost bloodless on ours, is an achievement
to which it would be difficult to find a parallel in the history
of military operations.”

In the meantime, affairs at the Post were moving for-
ward rapidly. So pleased was the Government with the
speed shown in the preparation of the first expedition, that
the work of outfitting a second expedition (to reinforce Gen-
eral Kearney) was begun at once. The second force was
placed under the command of Colonel Sterling Price, who
had resigned his seat in Congress to accept the command of
the Second Missouri Volunteers. While this work was go-
ing on, Lieutenant Colonel James Allen of the 1st Dragoons
organized a battalion of Mormons at Council Bluffs and
marched them to Fort Leavenworth to become a part of
General Price’s command. This force of Mormons set out
for Santa Fe about August 1 without Colonel Allen, who
remained behind to look after some supplies, intending to
join in a few days. He was taken ill suddenly, however, and
died on August 23. The Mormon battalion fell to the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel A. J. Smith. Colonel Price and
some of the members of his staff arrived at Santa Fe on Sep-
tember 28, 1848, three days after General Kearney had de-
parted for California to complete the conquest of northwest-
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ern Mexico. The last of Colonel Price’s forces however did
not arrive at Santa Fe until the 12th of October.

For the remainder of the period of the Mexican War,
Fort Leavenworth never was without the stir of moving
troops. About July 1, 1847, a regiment of volunteer infan-
try, raised in Illinois, was brought to the Post to be outfitted
and then to be sent out to relieve Colonel Price’s men at
Santa Fe, whose terms of enlistment were about to expire.
In August, a battalion of infantry under Lieutenant Colonel
Alton Easton and a regiment of cavalry, all Missouri Volun-
teers, left for the front. On September 5, a separate bat-
talion of Missouri Mounted Volunteers under Lieutenant
Colonel Ludwelle Powell left the Fort for duty in connection
with the construction of a cordon of military posts on the
Oregon route from western Missouri to Oregon Territory.
On October 4, Major William Gilpin’s battalion of five com-
panies of Missouri Mounted Volunteers left to help maintain
communications with New Mexico which was greatly dis-
turbed by depredations of the Indians. William E. Connelley,
in an article on Doniphan’s Expedition tells a story that -
is enlightening as to the methods employed in the early days
when men were confronted with the official procedure of the
military and things moved too slowly for the spirit of the
frontier. For some reason, Colonel Clifton Wharton, of the
1st Dragoons, then in command at Fort Leavenworth re-
fused to supply Major Gilpin with the supplies and trans-
portation, which the latter thought necessary. Thereupon,
Major Gilpin is said to have challenged the Colonel to a duel.
There is no record of the duel having been fought, but since
the expedition moved out shortly afterward with five hun-
dred cattle, fifteen wagons of ammunition, and two hundred
wagons of commissaries, it is reasonable to suppose that the
matter was adjusted by arbitration.

Although the Mexican War came to an end in February,
1848, Fort Leavenworth did not assume again its former
status as an obscure frontier station. Expeditions of vari-
ous sorts continued to be sent out with considerable regular-
ity, and numerous Indian councils were held at the Fort. In
May, 1848, a small body of recruits, seventy-six in number,
composed of country lads from the back woods of Missouri,
left the Post under Lieutenant W. B. Royall, to fill up the
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decimated ranks of the Santa Fe Battalion which was then in
Chihuahua. It was this little group that engaged in a skir-
mish with a large band of Comanche and Apache Indians
near the present Kinsley, Kansas and routed them. The
skirmish is commonly ecalled, “The Battle of Coon Creek.”

A conference of the Northwesten Confederacy of In-
dians was held at the Fort in October, of this same year.
This conference is of special interest because it marked the
beginning of the trouble which was to result in the further
removal of the Indians and in the final adjustment of the ten
year struggle to pass the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

By the treaty of 1829, it was solemnly decreed that the
lands assigned to the Indians at the time should never become
a part of any State or Territoy. In less than fifteen years,
however, there was a demand that the Indian lands be opened
to settlement. The Government, not unwilling to recognize
the voice of the people, in 1844, through Secretary of War
Wilkinson, reported to Congress that under the protection
of the Government, the Indians had become so much im-
proved and were so rapidly changing their condition that he
believed them entitled to higher consideration. He stated
that he thought they now could well enjoy our institutions to
their own moral and intellectual betterment, and suggested
that the system of guardianship hitherto maintained in their
behalf be discontinued. With this suggestion came a pro-
posal to mark the boundaries of a new Territory which
should include the present limitations of Kansas and Ne-
braska and that this new Territory should be called Nebras-
ka. In December of the same year, Mr. Stephen A. Douglas
introduced in Congress a bill providing for the organization
of such a Territory.

The Indians were much disturbed by this action of Con-
gress and the conference was called for the purpose of dis-
cussing the situation. The tribes represented were the
Wyandottes, the Shawnees, the Delawares, the Potta-
watomies, the Ottawas, the Chippewas, the Peorias, and the
Miamis. It was in reality a peaceful demonstration of In.
dian tribes which had moved to this section of the country
under the treaty of 1829, to protest against the proposed
legislation. These tribes were uneasy because they fore-
saw that their treaty rights would be violated. Nothing
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of importance came of this conference, but the tribes reor-
ganized their confederacy, included the Kansas and the
Kickapoos, and entered their protest against the action which
had been taken. This Indian confederacy already had been
in existence more than a hundred years among the tribes of
the East.

Cholera made its appearance at the Post during the
year 1848. It had been brought to New Orleans in its most
malignant form, and from that city had moved up the
rivers by means of the streamers. In his report for the third
quarter of the year, the post surgeon remarks that “the
whole command has been more or less affected with diar-
rhoea, which has prevailed extensively thoughout the coun-
try; perhaps more to an epidemic constitution of the atmos-
phere than the usual causes.” During the next few years,
cases often were reported. In explanation of the frequent
occurence of the disease at Fort Leavenworth, it must be
borne in mind that the Post was used as a depot for supplies
and a rendezvous for troops on the march to Mexico and
to stations on the Great Plains. Reports indicate that the
disease was brought by troops from St. Louis, most of the
commands having suffered from it while ascending the Mis-
souri River.

On May 31, 1849, Captain Howard Stansburg of the
Army, was sent from Fort Leavenworth to explore and sur-
vey the vicinity of Great Salt Lake in Utah, a necessity prob-
ably caused by the tremendous migration of the Mormons
from Illinois during the year. A detachment of Mounted
Rifles under Colonel William W. Loring was sent to
investigate the land around the Columbia River in Oregon
where hundreds of people planned to make their future
homes. During this year of 1849, Mormons, homesteaders,
members of military expeditions, and gold diggers on their
way to California, formed a mighty stream which flowed
through and around the Post. The beginning of the main
Oregon Trail was in the vicinity of Gardner, a few miles
west of Olathe, Kansas, where a road sign indicated that
the “Road to Oregon” branched from the Santa Fe Trail.
From Gardner the Oregon Trail let northwestward, crossed
the Kaw River west of the present site of Topeka, and then
continued toward the northwest. Captain Philip St. George
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Cooke described the following route for reaching the main
Oregon Trail from the Fort in 1848 : “For two days the trails
were followed along the Missouri River; the third day, they
turned into the Prairie due west. On the sixth day, having
marched ninety miles, a south turn was made crossing the
Plateau between the two branches of the Blue River. On the
seventh day a turn northwest brought you to the emigrant
wagons.” In 1849 a well worn branch trail ran just west of
the Post. Sometimes, the Government travel crossed the
river at the Fort, went up the east side to a point opposite
the mouth of the Platte River and thence up the Platte.
Colonel E. V. Sumner was in command of the Post dur-
ing the year, 1849. One of the recruits of the year gives us
a vivid picture of life at the Fort during that period. Even
the method of reaching Fort Leavenworth was by no means
easy. All recruits assigned to the dragoons were sent first
to Carlisle, Pennsylvania, for mounted training, and when
ready to join their different stations in the West, were
sent by the following route: from Carlisle to Harrisburg by
rail, from Harrisburg to a point in the Alleghanies by canal,
over the mountains to St. Johnsburg by marching, from St.
Johnsburg to Pittsburg by canal, from Pittsburg down the
Ohio River and up the Mississippi to St. Louis by steamboat,
and from St. Louis to Fort Leavenworth also by steamboat,
provided they were lucky enough to arrive at St. Louis be-
fore the winter stopped the river traffic. In the case of the
recruit mentioned above (the late Percival G. Lowe, of Leav-
enworth), matters did not turn out very well. In his book,
Five Years a Dragoon, published in 1905, Mr. Lowe says that
when a steamboat from St. Louis reached Portland, Mis-
souri, it was frozen in and the entire company of recruits
had to march over ice and snow from Portland to Fort Leav-
enworth by such a circuitous route that it made the march
fully three hundred miles long. The particular company of
men with which Lowe came was probably a fair sample of
the general quality of recruits at that time. Lowe himself
was a New England farmer’s son whose reading of tales of
adventure caused him-to go to Boston and enlist with the
mounted service so that he would be sure to see the Indians,
the buffalo, and the traders about which he had read so
mucli. In the company of recruits which came with Lowe to
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Fort Leavenworth, there was “an Irishman who had been
compelled to leave his country after the riots of 1848, a brok-
en down Englishman, a graduate of Dublin College, a drafts-
man, a lawyer, a man who had failed in business in Kentucky,
and a Senator’s son, to say nothing of the usual erowd of
roughs and bullies, who are always looking. for a change.”

Lowe states that the recruits found at the Post what
seemed to them very comfortable quarters. Their princi-
pal duty was to escort parties of traders during the summer,
coming back to spend the winter at the Fort. They con-
sidered themselves very comfortable with bed sacks filled
once a month with prairie hay which they called “prairie
feathers,” a pair of soldier blankets, and an overcoat which
did duty as a pillow. When fuel was scarce, they cut and
hauled wood from the north end of the reservation. A few
barrels sawed in two and placed in the company kitchens
between supper and tattoo satlsfactoglf served the purpose
of bath tubs. /

By way of/amusement, the _enlisted men had an annual
ball, which requlred uch preparation and many trips
across the rf"fver to _Weston for supphes, for the Clty of
much as Lgav,enworth was the first town estabhshed in the
Territory of Kansas, trading was necessarily done in Mis-
souri. Lowe describes Westen as no small place at this
time. It was the outfitting and starting place of a great
many of the caravans; it boasted of several thousand in-
habitants; and it had a City Club at which the people of the
Post were glad to be entertained.

Several of the enlisted men had their families with
them. A great deal of the domestic service was performed
by Indian women who lived in the vicinity, and were either
the wives of Indians, traders, or descendants of the early
French settlers who had never left the Plains. A dramatic
club was organized under the mname of “The Thespian
Society,” and its members were enlisted men who played
all the parts. The plays furnished considerable amusement
for the entire garrison and they were frequently repeated
during the winter in the assembly room of the barracks.
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To Percival Lowe we are indebted for the following
description of Fort Leavenworth as it looked in 1849:*
“At the corner of what is now Kearney Avenue and Sum-
ner place, the south end on Kearney Avenue and the west
front on Sumner Place stood a two-story brick building with
wide front porches above and below, used as dragoon quar-
ters.—Immediately north of this, fronting the same way
was a similar building. Running east from the southeast
corner of the first mentioned building was a stone wall with
port holes looking south. A two-story block house stood a
little south of the east end of the wall. Southeast of the
block house, about where the post chapel now stands, was
the sutler’s store, kept by Colonel Hiram Rich, * * *
South of the store was the parsonage. * * * The house
was of logs. * * * A little way from the parsonage
and across what is now Scott Avenue was the residence of
Colonel Rich. Southeast of that was the home of the veteran
Ordnance Sergeant Fleming. At the northeast corner of
what is now Sumner Place, stood a one-story and basement
building fronting west and used as officers’ quarters. On
the opposite corner, north side, fronting south on Sumner
Place and the parade ground was another building used as
officers’ quarters, since rebuilt and much enlarged. West
of that was the best building of the Post, then the Command-
ing Officer’s quarters, very much the same in appearance as
it is now, though it has been enlarged and improved from
time to time. Between the Commanding Officer’s quarters
and the northwest corner of what is now Sumner Place,
fronting south toward the parade ground, were four or five
buildings used as officers’ quarters. West of the parade
ground, on what is now McClellan Avenue, fronting east,
were four or five one-story and basement buildings, general-
ly used as quarters for soldiers’ families and citizen em-
ployees. Between the first above mentioned brick buildings
[dragoon barracks] and the south end of the west row of
buildings stood a row of log stables (along fthe south side
of the Main Parade). The main entrance was in the end
fronting south on what is now Kearney Avenue and which
was then a thoroughfare from the steamboat landing and

*See diagram on page 73.
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leading west out on the Plains. BEach stable was about
thirty-six by one hundred feet. Immediately north of these
stables, south of the middle of the parade ground was a
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magazine, mostly underground, over which a sentinel was
always posted. West of the line of stables, at the south end
of the west line of buildings stood ‘Bedlam,” a large two-
story frame building with front and back porches and stone
basement. It was the quarters of unmarried officers, with
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an officers’ mess attached. Southeast of ‘Bedlam’ about
one hundred yards stood the guard house, an unmerciful
dungeon, stone basement, and heavy log superstructure.
Southwest of the guardhouse and south of ‘Bedlam’ stood
_thehospital, built of brick, with porches all around and quite
comfortable. On the ridge, about where the riding school
[Upper Riding Hall] now is, was a block house similar
to the one before mentioned. Where the hop-room now is
[Pope Halll, stood a one-story building used as Commissary

The Old Block House.

(Flag-staff and Quartermaster bulidings at the right in vicinity of the present
U. 8. D. B. Dragoons barracks back of the block house.)

and Quartermaster store rooms and offices. A little north- -
west of this, a two-story stone building now embraced in a
military prison was built in 1850 and used as quartermas-
ter’s stores and offices. Still farther north, covering the
ground beyond the buildings now comprising the south
front of the military prison were a few homes of em-
ployees, blacksmith, carpenter, saddler, and other shops,
and quartermaster stables and corrals. Also scattered here
and there were a few small houses; at the steamboat land-
ing a warehouse. The flag-staff and the sun dial stood just
south of the west end of the present hop-room. There was
~ generally a sentinel posted there.”

In 1850, Major E. J. Ogden, the Quartermaster, was or-

dered to lay a road from Fort Leavenworth to intercept the
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St. Joseph road. An escort was sent out with a surveying
party with the additional duty of escorting a number of
officers and their families who were on their way to Forts
Kearney and Laramie. During the year, the military road
was marked out from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kearney.
These escort duties lasted many months and often followed
one another very closely.

In 1851, the escorts were particularly busy. In Janu-
ary, Major Robert H. Chilton, with fifty men, was sent to
Council Grove where a conference was to be held with the
Kaw Indians. Some idea of the hardships endured during a
trip of this sort at this season can be imagined when it is
realized that overshoes, mittens, gloves, leggins, or extra
wraps were not provided by the Government at this time, nor
did the Government offer them for sale. The men impro-
vised these articles out of old pieces of canvas, blankets, and
cast off clothing. In addition to this, some further idea of
the difficulties of such a trip may be derived, when it is
brought to one’s mind that there was no house between Fort
Leavenworth and Pappan’s Kaw River ferry (near present
site of Topeka) and no house between the ferry and Council
Grove. In April of the same year, the dragoons again were
sent out to escort Paymaster Sackfield Macklin, who carried
several month’s pay for Fort Kearney (three hundred miles
distant) and Fort Laramie (three hundred and fifty miles
from Fort Kearney). On the return trip, they escorted from
Fort Laramie, Mrs. Rhett, wife of Captain Thomas G.
Rhett, with her two small children and a servant, the family
traveling the entire distance in a light wagon drawn by a
four mule team. While these troops were with the Paymas-
ter, Troop B, from Fort Leavenworth, was ordered to Fort
Atkinson in southern Kansas to relieve a company of the
6th Infantry that had been surrounded by Kiowas and Co-
manches. Both organizations returned in July and were
halted on the West End Parade, as seems to have been the
custom after each escort (sometimes Salt Creek Valley was
chosen), to be addressed by their Commanding Officer who
felt the advisability of thanking them for their good services
on the march and warning them against the evils of whis-
key drinking. In a week’s time, Troop K was again on the
march to Laramie where a conference of Indians was to



76 . History of Fort Leavenworth

be held. This time the troop served as escort to Colonel D.
D. Mitchell who was accompanied by Colonel Samuel Cooper,
Adjutant General of the Army, Colonel George Knap of the
Missourt Republican, and Mr, D. Grantz Brown, who was a
correspondent of the Republican. At the conclusion of this
conference an important treaty was perfected between the
Sioux, Snakes, Cheyennes, and the Arapahoes, who there-
after never seriously troubled the United States. In a very
few days after the arrival of the troops at Fort Leavenworth
from this escort, troops were ordered to Fort Union to guard
the Paymaster who was paying off the Pottawatomie In-
dians. The troops were gone two weeks. On their return
they went into winter quarters. During this summer alone,
one corporal rode three thousand one hundred miles on
horseback. Two others rode two thousand seven hundred
each, and the rest rode at least two thousand one hundred
miles—a somewhat strenuous summer’s work. In 1852, the
Commanding Officer, Colonel Thomas T. Fauntleroy, recom-
mended the discontinuance of Fort Leavenworth, Fort
Scott, Fort Atkinson, and Fort Kearney and the establish-
ment of a new post where Fort Riley now stands. The
recommendation was not entirely followed, but Fort Riley
was established the following year, and was built under the
direction of Major E. A. Ogden and assistants sent out from
Fort Leavenworth.

Fort Leavenworth had now come to the close of an-
other period of its history. No longer unknown, of con-
siderable importance to the Government in spite of the
recommendation of the Commanding Officer, it now took its
place as an onlooker while the new Territory of Kansas
was organized The Territory must have seemed almost
crowded to the people of the Post as they watched the great
numbers of men, women, and children swarming into the
new country to find homes for themselves. The towns of
Leavenworth, Kickapoo, and Atchison sprang up almost
overnight, and isolation for the Post was at an end. To-
gether with all this, there came the faint rumblings of the
storm of 1861-1865, the suggestion of what was to follow,
especially in this part of the United States where feeling
ran high and primitive methods were still in force. It was
a period of tense excitement and interest.
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OFFICER’S QUARTERS IN 1870
(Building is on north side of main parade.)

EARLIEST PERMANENT QUARTERS IN THE POST
(Log houses covered with clapboards. Stood on north side of Main Parade.)






CHAPTER V

Fort Leavenworth and Territorial Kansas

The years from 1852 to 1861 at Fort Leavenworth were
crowded with events of national character and importance.
At first, the Post was on the edge, and later in the very
center of a contest which threatened the existence of
the Nation. During this period of agitation over ques-
tions of slavery and State’s rights, the garrison continued
in the performance of its normal duties—now actively en-
gaged in the protection of the frontier, now escorting bodies
of troops to the more remote stations of the West, and
from time to time straightening out the tangled boundaries
between Government and Indian claims. It is noticeable
that there is little record concerning the sentiments and
convictions of officers and soldiers at the Post during this
period of violent discussion. There seems to have been
present that spirit of non-partisanship and self-control
which has always characterized our Army in its dealings
with difficult situations involving the welfare of the Nation.

The year 1853 was marked by great inferest on the
part of the United States in transportation improvements in
the West. In March, Congress authorized the President to
ascertain by exploration and survey the most practical and
economical route for a railroad from the Mississippi River
to the Pacific Ocean. As a consequence, the War Depart-
ment directed the survey of several routes, and designatd
Fort Leavenworth as the point of departure of an expedition
under Captain J. W. Gunnison of the Corps of Topographical
Engineers. This surveying group started west on June 23,
1853, and reached Salt Lake City on September 8.

Another event which occupied the attention of the gar-
rison was the founding of a neighboring military post far-
ther to the west. Colonel T. T. Fountleroy, Commanding
Officer at Fort Leavenworth, stated his belief that a military
station one hundred and fifty miles westward on the banks of
the Kansas River, which he believed to be navigable, would

7
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not only be in the interest of the military service, but also
a great advantage to the heavy westward migration, since it
would permit the transportation of military supplies by
water. A board of officers was appointed to select a suit-
able site. The board finally made its report recommending
that the new post be established on the Kansas River at its
junction with the Republican Fork. The new post was
named Fort Riley in honor of Major Bennett Riley, who, in
1829, led the first military escort to accompany a caravan
across the Plains to Santa Fe. It is interesting to note that
both Fort Riley and Fort Leavenworth developed great
Army schools for the training of commissioned officers.
Located closer to the areas of Indian troubles, Fort Riley
soon took over most of the work of mounted expeditions
against the hostile tribes. For a time it looked as if Colo-
nel Fauntleroy’s recommendation to the War Department
might lead to the abandonment of Fort Leavenworth, but
the Secretary of War, Jefferson C. Davig, visualized the
future importance of the Fort. He refused to consider
abandoning it and later informed Congress that it was
desirable to retain it as a “main depot and cavalry station.”
The convenience of Fort Leavenworth to Missouri River
transportation, no railroads having yet reached into XKansas,
made the retention of Fort Leavenworth especially desirable.

The establishment of Fort Riley in 1853 brought about
the first organized road building in the Kaw River valley.
The Government appropriated funds, and the Fort Leaven-
worth to Fort Riley military road was constructed under
the direction of Major E. A. Ogden. This road left the
Post by a route which is now just in rear of the National
Cemetery. It crossed Stranger Creek at Easton (the Little
village where was first named after General Lucien J. Eastin,
Editor and part owner of the Leavenworth Herald, and
later changed to honor Governor Reeder’s home town of
Easton, Penngylvania). From Easton the road continued
through the present town of Winchester. Bridge building
was involved at the crossing of Grasshopper (now Dela-
ware) Creek at Ozawkie and at the crossing of Soldier
Creek about four miles north of Topeka. From this point,
the Fort Riley road continued along the north bank of the
Kaw River, and a branch road crossed the Kaw at Pappan’s
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Ferry (near Topeka) and joined the Santa Fe Trail just
east of Council Grove.

J. B. Chapman, who founded a town called “Whitfield
City” about a mile and a half northwest of the present city
of Topeka speaks as follows of the roads leading from Fort
Leavenworth in 1855:

“The next most notable place of access to the Territory
is Fort Leavenworth—the United States military post, a
place of ancient memory. From Fort Leavenworth, there
leads off two great military roads, one of them already
noticed in conjunction with the California and Independence
emigrant  road, at Whitfield City and the junction of the
Parkersville Road, at the same place. The other road from
Fort Leavenworth is known as the Oregon and California
Military Road, which connects with the Oregon and St.
Joseph Emigrant Road, about 110 miles from St. Joseph on
the Missouri River; from which junction the two run to-
gether and cross the Big Blue River at Marysville and unite
with the Independence and California Road at Ten Mile
Creek. Four or five miles above Fort Leavenworth is the
great crossing of the River, at a steam ferry from the town
- of Weston, Missouri, to the Salt Creek Road, which con-
nects with the military road three miles from Fort Leaven-
worth. We make Fort Leavenworth a station and meridian
from whence to compute distance.”

In 1857, A. G. Hawes says of the roads in the vicinity
of Fort Leavenworth and Leavenworth:

“The incipient roads [railroads] terminating at this
point have less immediate interest to the traveler or emi-
grant than the common roads which diverge hence, and the
facilities for conveyance that are employed. In addition to
the Government roads which concenter here, private enter-
prise has opened highways to all towns of importance not
reached by these great thoroughfares. One of these leads
to Lawrence, the second town in the Territory in point of
size, and whose thrift and rapid improvement is remarked
by every visitor; a road to Lecompton, the capital of the
Territory and a growing city, has also been constructed;
which roads, with their connections, afford a direct and ex-
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cellent medium of communication with Tecumseh, the county
seat of Jefferson County and Topeka, both of which are
flourishing and progressive towns; also with Osawatomie,
Neosho, and all the country south of the Kansas River.
Besides these we have roads up and down the Missouri River
connecting this point with Doniphan, Atchison, Kickapoo,
Delaware, Wyandotte, and other points. It is fair to say
that no point in the West is more amply supplied with roads
and means of communication than is the two-year old city
of Leavenworth. Subjoined is a statement of the various
stage routes leading from this point, together with distances,
proprietors, ete.

“Leavenworth and Westport, Mo.—A tri-weekly line of -
hacks, Kimball-Moore and Co., proprietors; distance thirty-
two miles.

“Leavenworth and Lawrence.—Two tri-weekly lines of
hacks, alternate days; H. Sutherland and H. G. Weibling,
proprietors; mail tri-weekly; distance thirty miles.

“Leavenworth and Weston.—Daily mail coaches; Kim-
ball-Moore and Co., proprietors; distance eight miles.

“Leavenworth and Lecompton.—Daily coaches; mail
tri-weekly; Cass, proprietor; distance thirty-five miles.

“Leavenworth and Fort Riley.—Weekly mail and line
of hacks passing through Salt Creek, Easton, Hardtville,
Ozawkie, Indianola, Silver Lake, Louisville, Manhattan and
Ogden; Fred Emery, proprietor.

“Leavenworth and Atchison (via Kickapoo).—Weekly
mail and line of hacks; distance twenty-one miles. There
are two express lines running regularly to this point from
Saint Louis both of which are well known for their respon-
sibility and promptness. Each of these companies has an
office at Leavenworth, the agent for Adams and Co., being
J. W. Skinner, and for Richardson’s Missouri River Express,
Rees & Keith. The latter company run a line of express wag-
ons to Jefferson City, there connecting with the Pacific Rail-
road at times when the navigation of the river is closed.”

~——\ In January, 1859, the telegraph was extended from St.
Louis to Leavenworth, and during the coming spring, Jones,
Russell and Co. started their Pike’s Peak express from the
city, carrying daily mails to that point and Salt Lake City.
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The gold excitement was at a fever heat and Leavenworth
reaped a temporary benefit. On May 21, 1859, a number of
coaches arrived from the gold region and brought $5000 in
precious dust to Leavenworth.

In the fifties, Fort Leavenworth was the general depot
from which supplies were sent to all the military posts,
camps, and forts in the great West from the Missouri River
north, south, and west to the Pacific Ocean. These supplies
were brought to the Fort on steamboats, of which there was
a large number making stops at Leavenworth, Fort Leaven-
worth, Weston, and other river towns. From the Fort the
supplies were sent across the plains in the trains of covered
wagons.

Government transportation contracts, particularly for
the supply of General Albert Sidney Johnston’s army in
Utah, were made by the famous firm of Russell, Majors, and
Waddell, which had its headquarters in Leavenworth. Here
it established stores, warehouses, and blacksmith and repair
shops. Majors was the firm’s manager on the Plains. He
had been reared at Independence, Missouri, and was a prac-
tical driver of six or eight yoke of wild Texas longhorns.
The financial and business manager was Mr. William H.
Russell who spent most of his time in Leavenworth. Mr.
Waddell was the financial backer and lived in Lexington,
Missouri,

~The valley of One-Mile Creek, better known as Corral
M@_Re/s_g% was at that time the center of -
rserve motive power for most of the transportation lines
of the West, for here were corralled many thousands of oxen
and mules belonging to the Government and to the trans-
portation company. One of the travelers of the day, James
F. Melines, thus describes the transportation:

“Returning to town (from Fort Leavenworth), I
passed numbers of ox trains used in freighting merchandise
to New Mexico. They are remarkable, each wagon team
consisting of ten yokes of fine oxen selected and arranged
not only for drawing but for picturesque effect, in sets of
twenty, either all black, all white, all spotted, or otherwise
marked uniformily. Each set of twenty oxen draws from
6500 to 8000 pounds and makes the journey from Leaven-
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worth to Santa Fe at the contract rate of seven miles per
day.” .

In an account of an overland journey from New York
to San Francisco which he took in 1859, Horace Greeley
gives the following impression of activities in the southern
part of the Post:

‘“Russell, Majors, and Waddell’s transportation estab-
lishment between the Fort and the city, is a great feature
of Leavenworth. Such acres of wagons! Such pyramids
of extra axletrees! Such herds of oxen! Such regiments of
drivers and other employees! No one who does not see can
realize how vast a business this is, nor how immense its
outlay as well as income. I presume the great firm has at
this hour two millions of dollars invested in stock, mainly
oxen, mules, and wagons. (Last year they employed six
thousand teamsters and worked 45,000 oxen.)”

Russell, Majors, and Waddell soon took over the coach-
ing business which Jones, Russell, and Company had started.
The organizing genius of the new firm soon had the Concord
Coaches running with regularity and considerable speed.
The terminus was changed from Leavenworth to St. Joseph
and the Government mail contract schedule of nineteen days
for the nineteen hundred miles between St. Joseph and
Sacramento was clipped to fifteen days. In 1862, Ben
Holliday, who in earlier days had been in business over in
Weston, Missouri, bought the coach lines. The Govern-
ment gave him the mail contracts and his lines penetrated
every mining camp in the west. Many soldiers lost their
lives in Indian fighting while riding guard with his coaches.
The transfer of his business to Wells, Fargo, and Company,
in 1866, involved nearly two millions of dollars.

It was this same transportation firm of Russell, Majors,
and Waddell in Leavenworth that in 1860 wrote the pictur-
esque chapter into the history of American transportation,
called the “Pony Express,” enabling the fast mail time be-
tween New York and San Francisco to be cut from twenty-
one to eleven days.

The year 1854 brought considerable excitement to the
Garrison. There were the usual expeditions; one led by
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Major Edward L. Steptoe, consisting of two companies of
Artillery and eighty-five dragoon recruits, with the mission
of finding a new route to California south of those usually
travelled ; another, more in the nature of a migration than
an expedition, consisting of a large number of Army officers,
several of whom were accompanied by their families, a large
supply train, and many extra horses which went to Fort
Union, New Mexico. Colonel Fauntleroy was in command
with an escort consisting of two troops of dragoons. The
trip was a long and difficult one and before they reached
their destination, officers and soldiers had already begun to
anticipate their return and to plan what they were going to
do when they got back to “America” or when they reached
the “States,” as the settled part of the country was then
called.

These events were all of great interest to the colony
of families living at Fort Leavenworth, but the main topic
of conversation centered around the admission of the new
Territory of Kansas and the effect it might have on the
Post and its mission. A brief review of the political history
leading up to this period may be of use in assisting the
reader to understand the events which followed. To quote
from a summary of the report of the Special Committee of
Congress appointed to investigate the troubles in the Terri-
tory of Kansas.

“In 1854, Congress passed an act establishing two new
territories—Kansas and Nebraska—and instead of leaving
the law against slavery in operation, or prohibiting or ex-
pressly allowing or establishing slavery, Congress left the
subject in these territories to be discussed, agitated, and
legislated on from time to time; the elections to be conducted
with reference to that subject from year to year, so long as
they should remain territories.

“Thus it was promulgated to all the people that Kansas
was a clear field for competition—an open course for the
race of rivalry; the goal, the ultimate establishment of a
sovereign State; the prize, the reward of everlasting liberty
and free institutions on one hand, or the perpetuity of
slavery and its concomltants on the other.

&
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“After organizing the Territory of Kansas, a large body
of settlers rapidly entered. Most of these were from the
free States of the West and North who probably intended
by their votes and influence to establish here a free State,
agreeable to the law which invited them. Some of those
from the northern States had been encouraged and aided
in this enterprise by the Emigrant Aid Society formed in
Massachusetts, which put forth exertions by open and publie
measures in providing facilities for transportation to all
peacable citizens who desired to become permanent settlers
in the Territory.

“When the emigrants sent out by these societies passed
through the State of Missouri in large numbers on their
way to Kansas, the unmistakable indications of their de-
termined hostility to the domestic institutions of that State,
created apprehensions that the object of the company was
to abolutionize Kansas as a means of prosecuting a relentless
warfare upon the institution of slavery within the limits of
Missouri. The natural consequence was that immediate
steps were taken by people of the western counties of Mis-
souri, to stimulate, organize, and carry into effect a system
of emigration similar to that of the eastern aid societies, for
the avowed purpose of counteracting the effects, and pro-
tecting themselves ‘and their domestic institutions from the
consequences of the operation of these aid societies.

“The difference in the character of these two rival and
conflicting movements was that the one had its origin in an
aggressive, and the other in a defensive policy.

“For the sueccessful prosecution of such a scheme, the
Missourians who lived in the immediate vicinity, possessed
peculiar advantages over their rivals from the more remote
portions of the Union. Each family could send one of its
members across the line to mark his claim, erect a cabin and
put in a small crop sufficient to give him as valid a right to
be deemed an actual settler and qualified voter as those who
were being brought into the Territory from eastern States
by aid societies and those who came at their own expense.
Those who came with no other intention than to procure a
home were compelled, of course, for self protection, to array
themselves on one side or the other.”



Fort Leavenworth and Territorial Kansas 85

On the day that the Territory was opened, there began
a wild rush to claim land on the west side of the Missouri
River. Groups and organizations were waiting, ready to
set up a government, stake out their claims, and take im-
mediate possession. Almost simultaneously, communities of
Missourians from Weston, Platte City, and other mnearby
centers sent bodies of men swarming across the river to set-
tle down in the vicinity of Fort Leavenworth. Ome group
congregated to the north of the Fort to organize Atchison,
one to the northwest to found Kickapoo, and one to the im-
mediate south to establish Leavenworth. Almost overnight,
Fort Leavenworth found itself changed from the only white
settlement in what constituted the new Territory of Kansas,
to a small detachment, strictly military in character, in the
heart of a group of civilian communities. Naturally, the in-
terest of the Post was centered on the town immediately to
the south which would be its nearest neighbor. Settlers ar-
rived in hordes. Tents, shacks, and log houses of the crud-
est character sprang up and every preparation was made
looking to the establishment of a permanent town.

The legislation for the organization of the Territory of
Kansas brought forth strong efforts to obtain the abandon-
ment of the reservation of Fort Leavenworth. Failing in this
because of the strong opposition of Secretary Jefferson C.
Dayvis, interested persons further asked that the reservation
be reduced in size. The War Department however would con-
cede nothing more than that a survey should be made and the
reservation restricted to lands actually required for military
purposes. Accordingly, on August 9, 1854, orders were is-
sued by Secretary of War Davis to the Commanding Officer
of the Post, directing Captain Franklin E. Hunt, Fourth Ar-
tillery, “to have a survey made and a reservation laid off,
including the buildings and improvements, and so much of
the land as was necessary for military purposes, looking to
its use as a main depot and cavalry station.”

The former surveys of MeCoy in 1830 and Johnson in
1839 had not been officially entered in the records in Wash-
ington. It had not been the custom, upon the location of
military camps within territory occupied by roving bands of
Indians, to define such camps by metes and bounds, because
the Government recognized no title which might conflict with
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its free use of public lands. For this reason, no steps had
been taken up to 1854, to make any official designation of the
boundaries of the Reservation. It was the discovery of this
fact by The Adjutant General of the Army that caused the
Secretary of War, Jefferson C. Davis, to order the survey to
be made,

Captain Hunt proceeded at once to his task and on Sep-
tember 28, 1854, he submitted the following report:

FORT LEAVENWORTH
KANSAS TERRITORY

September 8, 1854.
Colonel:

I herewith inclose field notes of a Survey* made for a
military reserve at Fort Leavenworth, in obedience to in-
structions received by me, dated Adjutant General’s Office,
Washington, August 11, 1854, and by this mail I forward a
map of said reserve in Kansas territory. This is entirely
independent of the reserve in Missouri, which I consider at
present necessary to retain on account of the timber, ferry,
ete.

It appears from records in the possession of Mr. J. C.
McCoy, who assisted in making a survey, that in October,
1830, a reservation was laid off, the southern boundary of
which commences and corresponds with it, with the excep-
tion of a slight offset, which you will observe running around
the farm fence, containing a tract of about one hundred acres
which lies in the Delaware lands.

The line was run in this manner to include, according to
instructions, all the improvements; but as it is clearly land
already assigned to the Delawares, and it is the only land in
the reservation that can be claimed by any Indians, I would
respectfully suggest that the straight dotted line across the
farm field to be made the boundary, and that the assistant
quartermaster at this Post be directed to move his fence to
conform therewith.

The line thence continues with the southern boundary,
but as the reserve, as formerly laid out, was much larger

\ *See Plat of the U. S. Reservation at Fort Leavenworth, 1854
in pocket,
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than I considered necessary under my instruction, I only
went out 234, miles on this line, and thence along the top of
the bluffs as near as I could make a good boundary, to the
Missouri River.

I am, Colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

F. E. HUNT,
Captain, Fourth Artillery,
Commanding Post.

COLONEL S. COOPER,
Adjutant General, U. S. Army,
Washington, D. C.

This report of the survey was submitted to the Presi-
dent who ordered that the area as designated be reserved
from sale.

No sooner was this point settled than a third attempt
was made to gain possession of the land, this time in the
name of the Delaware Indians, who suddenly found them-
selves facing a situation which looked to them very much like
an attempt to break the treaty of 1829. As early as 1848,
they had sensed that this thing might happen and a council
had been called -in that year to discuss the matter. The
passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act quite plainly threatened
the territory of the Indians. They had definitely understood
that Kansas and especially Nebraska would be theirs forever
to hold as their hunting ground. Now the United States
proposed to fill it with white people who were to settle and
hold the land for themselves. Great unrest followed. Noth-
ing definite had followed the council of 1848 and now they
found their worst fears realized. They knew from long ex-
perience that opposition was useless, but a feeling had been
created among the different tribes that the good faith of the
Government had been in some way broken. They finally
.ceded the land in Kansas Territory (May 6, 1854), with the
provision that the land which they had held should be sold
for their benefit. The Indian Agent, George Manypenny,
had the matter in charge, and during the arrangements to
complete the treaty and protect the Indiang in the best man-
ner, he made certain claims to land on which the city of
Leavenworth and Fort Leavenworth now stand. A con-



|8 History of Fort Leavenworth

troversy ensued between the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of War, the officers of the Post, and the Indian
Agent, Manypenny. The Agent claimed that the land in-
cluded in the military reservation, although it had been in
the hands of the War Department many years, was a part of
the parcel of land given to the Delaware Indians, and that it
should be sold for their benefit under the treaty. To make
his contention stronger, he stated that the usefulness of the
Post was past, and that Fort Riley, which had been built in
1853, was entirely adequate to serve all the purposes for
which Fort Leavenworth originally had been founded. He
also claimed that surveyor McCoy had not been authorized
to set off a reservation for military purposes; that while the
Delaware Indians may have assented to the use and occupa-
tion of the land by the military, the tribe had had no right to
make such a grant. In conclusion, the commissioner asked,
that if he were sustained in the view which he took, he would
respectfully request that the War Department yield the
possession of the land designated, and that it be surveyed
immediately and placed on the market for public sale as the
treaty provided.

These views were presented by the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior who placed
them before Secretary Davis. The Secretary of War, how-
ever, was not willing to surrender Government land, and his
answer to the Secretary of the Interior forms an item of
considerable interest in the history of the Post. His reply
follows:

“An examination which I have just found opportunity
to make into the claim presented by the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs in his communication of the 9th of November,
has satisfied me that the Delaware Indians have no right
whatever to any portion of the Military Reservation at Fort
Leavenworth.

“Cantonment Leavenworth was a military post some
years before the Delawares had by treaty a home assigned
to them in the adjacent country, and it does not appear from
the terms of the treaty, or from the instructions given at the
time by the Secretary of War to have been the intention of
the Government to remove that military establishment to
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make way for the Indians or to curtail it or dispossess it of
such contiguous land as has been used or was necessary for
military purposes of the garrison. Now the camp or can-
tonment, as its designation imports, was not an enclosed
military work, but a collection of temporary buildings for
troops, disposed without absolute regularity and with such
considerable intervals that some of them pertaining to the
Quartermaster’s Department are understood to have been
at least two miles from the flagstaff. If the Delaware line
had been run, therefore, in the way you claim, it would not
only to have cut off the most important and essential portion
of the land pertaining to the Post but many of its buildings
also which would have been in advance of the Indian bound-
ary not to (as the treaty required), but through Canton-
ment Leavenworth.

“It is evident that the Government did not then contem-
plate under the treaty such a result or such a boundary as
is now advocated by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and
it appears that the Delawares did not, as they seemed to have
acquiesced in the survey made by McCoy of the reservation
and have continued to do so for nearly twenty-five years.

“If the Commissioner be correct, however, in the posi-
tion that McCoy transcended his authority and that his sur-
vey therefore in 1830 was illegal and void, this conclusion
will not at all aid the claim of the Delawares to any portion
of the reservation.

“On the contrary, it would, in that case, have more ex-
tended limits and the boundary of the Delaware lands would,
under the rule established by the decisions of the Supreme
Court, be removed to a distance of three miles in all direc-
tions from the flag staff, this being the points from which
distances affecting the limits of the Military Post would be
measured.

“With regard to the opinion advanced by the Commis-
sioner, as to the expediency of abandoning Fort Leavenworth
as no longer necessary for the Indian Service in that quarter,
I will merely observe that the Post is maintained for other
and more important purposes of which he is not deemed a
proper judge.”
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This letter by no means closed the matter and it was not
until seven years later that the decisions of the War Depart-
ment in withholding the lands from public sale were upheld
point by point by the Federal Courts.

The company organized at Weston for the establishment
of Leavenworth dates its formation on June 13, 1854, so it
appears that Leavenworth is the oldest town in Kansas. Thus
we find side by side—Fort Leavenworth, where the first
group of white people settled in the Indian Country under
the auspices of the Federal Government, and the city of
Leavenworth which was organized twenty-seven years later
as the first town in the new Territory. Major E. A. Ogden,
Captain S. Macklin, and Mr. W. S. Yohe all represented the
Fort in the membership of the company; Major Ogden was
a member of the first Board of Trustees. In naming the
new town the suggested name of Douglas was abandoned for
the more appropriate one of Leavenworth. Major Ogden
recommended that historical interests be preserved by giving
Indian names to some of the streets.

The first public sale of lots occurred on October 9, 1854,
and Major E. A. Ogden, Captain F. E. Hunt, Captain S.
Macklin, Lieutenants W. T. Magruder, B. C. Card, R. C.
Drum, S. C. Robertson, J. E. Johnston, and several other
members of the garrison bought lots in the town. These
purchases developed the antagonism of the Indian Agent
who charged that all the officers at the Fort were actively
engaged in urging settlers to establish themselves next to
the Reservation; that the United States soldiers were being
employed to build shanties; that all employees in the Quar-
termaster Department, and in the Pay Department had ul-
terior motives in grasping land for themselves and in threat-
ening to drive off all the others who happened to want land
in the vicinity. Letters were sent by the War Department to
some of the officers named. It is sufficient to say that they
were cleared on every point and that the Secretary of War
added that he had no concern with their private enterprises
and found them entirely innocent of any misuse of military
authority.

The Governor, Andrew H. Reeder, sent out by Federal
Authorities to the new Territory was anti-slavery and for
that reason not entirely acceptable to many of the set-
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tlers. In fact it was rumored that if he landed at Weston,
where it was thought he might leave the boat, they intended
to give him an unfriendly reception. The conspirators were
disappointed however, for he arrived at Fort Leavenworth
on QOcotber 7, 1854, on the steamboat “Polar Star,” accom-
panied by his private secretary and Andrew J. Isacks, the
United States Attorney for Kansas Territory. The Kansas
Weekly Herald, which started publishing under an old elm
tree on the Leavenworth Levee almost as the first town
activity, said on its issue of October 13, that upon his arrival
at the Fort, Governor Reeder was greeted by the National
salute and that he became the guest of the Commanding
Officer, Major Franklin E. Hunt. At three o’clock in the
afternoon of the same day, Major Hunt gave a reception for
the Governor, which was largely attended by the new settlers
from Leavenworth, Salt Creek Valley, and from miles
around.

Congress had designated Fort Leavenworth as the tem-
porary capital, but after a protest by the Secretary of War,
who insisted that there was no available room for the Exec-
utive Offices, Congress finally decided to vote an appropria-
tion looking to the establishment of a permanent capital.
Nevertheless, in default of another place in which to conduct
his work, the Governor actually opened offices at Fort Leav-
enworth on Ocotber 7, 1854, and conducted all of the execu-
tive work pertaining to the Territory of Kansas at the Fort
until November 24 of the same year, which fact gave to Fort
Leavenworth the distinction of being the first capitol of the
Territory of Kansas. On November 24, Governor Reeder
moved his office to the Shawnee Methodist Episcopal Mission,
located in the vicinity of what is now Kansas City, Kansas.
On July 2, 1855, the first Territorial legislature met at Paw-
nee, near the present site of Fort Riley. In a few days it ad-
journed to the Shawnee Mission. In August, Lecompton be-
came the capital.

While at Fort Leavenworth, the Governor lived in a suite
of rooms in a brick building on the east side of Sumner Place,
and his executive office was located in a one-story brick
building at the northeast corner of the same square (present
site of Pope Hall). The Governor’s room was a large one with
the entrance steps on the side near the main traveled road.
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The Governor’s private secretary, John A. Halderman, de-
seribed the furnishings as consisting of a few chairs, a
writing table, some boxes filled with books and covered with
newspapers for seating visitors, a letter press, a stove, and
some other crude contrivances, The Governor fook his meals
with Hiram Rich, the Post Sutler and Postmaster.

In the meantime, Indian affairs were giving some trou-
ble, unrest especially developing among the Indians on the
Plains. For some years, the Sioux Indians in Nebraska had
been robbing and killing whenever they found good oppor-
tunity. In August of 1855, a passing Mormon settler’s train
lost a cow from its herd. The cow strayed until her hoofs
were nearly worn off and then fell down exhausted near an
Indian camp. The Indians killed her but when the settlers
learned of this, they were so indignant that they went to
Fort Laramie and demanded that the Commanding Officer
send troops to bring back the Indian who had killed the cow.
A young and inexperienced Lieutenant, named Gratton, with
thirty men of the 6th Infantry, was sent to the camp of the
Sioux to arrest the chief.

The Indians met him and there was a parley concern-
ing the demand. Finally, when the Indians persisted in their
refusal, young Gratton fired upon the Chief and killed him.
The result was a general massacre in which the Lieutenant
and all his men were killed. The Government thereupon de-
termined to restrain the increasing boldness of the Indians,
and an expedition was organized at Fort Leavenworth with
General Wm. S. Harney in command. The troops selected
congisted of Light Battery G of the 4th Artillery, four com-
panies of the 2d Dragoons from Fort Riley, four from Car-
lisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, six companies from the 6th
Infantry at Jefferson Barracks, three companies from Fort
Laramie, and one from Fort Kearney. It is probable that
more steamboats were employed to carry these troops than
ever were employed before or since that time in transport-
ing United States forces on the Missouri River. The cavalry
was under the command of Lieutenant Colonel P. St. G.
Cooke who began the patrol of the Platte River. In August,
the command was joined by the infantry which had gath-
ered from various sections. Within a month after Harney’s
departure, he met the Indians at Blue Water in Nebraska,
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where he refused to parley with them. A fight ensued, with
the result that eighty-six Indians were killed, many were
wounded and made prisoners, and quantities of supplies were
captured. The Indians were completely demoralized, but the
troops were not ordered home until July, 1856.

The year 1855 was marked by extensive building opera-
tions at the Post. Congress had authorized additional cav-
alry, one regiment of which was to be organized at Fort
Leavenworth. This necessitated additional quarters and
many extra stables. Up to this time the work on buildings
in the Post had been done by the soldiers themselves. Now
all this was changed for the work was to be done by civilian
laborers brought from the East. Colonel E. V. Sumner who
was in command, while visiting relatives in Syracuse, New
York, made arrangements with Mr. E. T. Carr to come to
the Fort with a party of skilled workmen. There was to be
a number of improvements—the construction of ten cavalry
stables, frame barracks for six companies, and three double
. sets of quarters for officers. The cavalry stables were built
on the upper end of McClellan Avenue. They were destroyed
by fire in 1875. The frame barracks stood on the west side
of the Main Parade where the brick barracks are now lo-
cated. One of these was burned during the winter of 1881-
82. The Officers’ quarters which were built consisted of three
double sets of quarters commonly called the Syracuse houses,
two of which are still standing on the east side of Sumner
Place. The third, which stood on the northwest corner, was
burned in 1890.

Increasing travel to the northwest had developed -a
branch of the Oregon Trial which connected with the “St.
Joe Emigrant Trail” west of Afchison, and farther to the
northwest, merged with the main Oregon Trail. The branch
trail was sometimes spoken of as the “Salt Lake Trail.” Its
route from Leavenworth led along the Fort Riley road to a
point known as the “Eight Mile House,” a famous early day
inn and tavern kept by David Hurley. This tavern stood a
short distance southeast of Lowemont. Here the trail
branched off leading sharply to the northwest and entered
Atchison County about four miles east of Potter.
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On January 20, 1856, a letter from General Harney,
dated Ponca Island on the upper Missouri, marked another
attempt to abandon Fort Leavenworth. He urged that a new
fort be placed on the west side of the Big Sioux River and
contended that if that were done, it would fill all the require-
ments of guarding overland trade and might easily save
money for the Government by the abandonment of Fort
Riley and Fort Leavenworth. No action was taken and the
letter is chiefly interesting because of its failure to visualize
the possibilities of this Post in the conflict which was already
inevitable between the North and the South. Just five years
after this letter was sent, Fort Leavenworth became one of
the big concentration camps of the North and so continued
during the Civil War, once more upholding the authorities at
Washington. in their contention that the Post was being
reserved for important purposes.

While stationed at Jefferson Barracks, in September,
1855, Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee came to Fort Leav-
enworth, to serve as a member of a general court-martial.
He rejoined his regiment in 1856.

The commander of the Post at this time, Colonel E. V.
Sumner, was commended on May 23 by Secretary Davis for
preserving order zealously and for using his troops only as
authorized and yet immediately after July 4 of the same year,
Colonel Sumner was superseded in command by Major Gen-
eral Persifor F. Smith, who was sent here to command the
Department of the West, Headquarters of which were trans-
ferred at this time from St. Louis to Fort Leavenworth—
this because Colonel Sumner was accused of too great lenien-
¢y to free-state men. The difficulty arose because the Acting
Governor of the State, Woodson, asked for help in disband-
ing a so-called “bogus legislature” which was to assemble in
Topeka. Colonel Sumner insisted that he tried to enlist the
civil authorities to aid the military, and that he tried to per-
suade the Town Marshal to issue the proper writs, but
that Governor Woodson would have none of that, so Sumner
went to Topeka and had no difficulty at all in dispersing the
Legislature, which seemed to melt quietly away at the ap-
proach of the troops. Considerable harsh criticism was di-
rected at Colonel Sumner by those who did not like the tame
‘ending of the affair. By November 14, all the troops which
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had been stationed in and around Topeka were withdrawn
and affairs settled down to their normal quietness.

During the year, there were several raids and distur-
bances in Leavenworth which caused many residents to leave
the town and take refuge on the Reservation. Bands from
Missouri, constantly crossed the river and engaged in much
loud talk accompanied with threats. This kept the vicinity
perpetually upset and it frequently was difficult to convince
the people of Leavenworth that they could dwell in safety in
their own homes.

In spite of the seriousness of affairs and the feeling of
apprehensive uneasiness that was present in the minds of
officers and men, there were diversions and compensations
for the garrison that helped to while away the anxious time.
Lieutenant George D. Bayard of the 1st Cavalry, in a letter
dated December 6, 1856, furnishes the following description:

“I have enjoyed myself during the holidays very well.
There have been balls and parties without number and many
pretty ladies from Weston, St. Joseph’é', and other places.
In short, life in Kansas is not so barbarous after all. There

were two balls in-Leavenworth City on New Year’s eve.
—~Qne was_at the Planters House, and one at McCracken’s Ho-

tel, the former pro-slavery and the latter free-state. Most
of the officers went to both, but as all my lady acquaintances
were at the Planter’s House I remained there. We left at
five o’clock in the morning in order to go to reveille. I am
told that even at the Planter’s House there were more free-
state ladies than there were pro-slavery ladies. All agree
that the ladies from Lawrence fully maintained their reputa-
tion for beauty. The fact is the free-state settlers outnum-
ber all others five to one, and there is about as little chance
of this being a slave state as there is of my flying in the air.”

In still another letter, he states with a touch of asperity:

“The army has been the scape goat throughout this
whole embroglio. The pro-slavery men denounce it, because
it doesn’t do all they require of it, and the free-state men
complain that it is merely here to help Kansas to become a
slave state. I think neither party has any cause of com-
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plaint against the army. The officers obey orders and keep
the people from murdering and violence—and in my opinion
act with great prudence and discretion. If it were not for
the inter-position of the army here, there would be civil wars
which would soon spread and involve the North and South
in deadly conflict.”

In the midst of this turmoil and unrest, there was plenty
of activity for the soldiers and officers at the Fort. Expedi-
tions continued to go out for various purposes—the Mor-
mons were defiant, and trouble in Topeka furnished plenty
of work for the soldiers who remained in the State.

During these days, a ten year old boy made frequent
visits to the Post from his home over the hill in Salt Creek
valley. He was keenly interested in the activities of the
soldiers and sought work to help support his recently wid-
owed mother, He was called Billy Cody. The wagon trains
especially fascinated him and it Wasnmlg before he joined
one of them as a boy helper—and so began the career of the
famous plainsman, “Buffalo Bill.”

In May of 1857, Colonel Sumner left the Fort with a con-
siderable force to proceed against and chastise the Chey-
ennes who had been committing depredations on the overland
routes through Kansas and Nebraska. This expedition was
very successful in carrying out the object for which it was
organized, but the suffering of the troops was unusual, even
for a Plains expedition. There had been some error with
regard to the sending out of rations and clothing from Fort
Riley, and the wagonmaster was sent back, to find out where
the rations were. In the meantime, the troops were in
desperate condition, more from lack of clothing than from
lack of food. A passing Santa Fe mail brought orders from
the War Department to Colonel Sumner ordering him to
send his force under Major Sedgwick across country to Fort
Kearney to join the forces of General Albert Sidney Johns-
ton who was then marching to Utah to put down Brigham
Young’s rebellion. Colonel Sumner himself was to report at
Fort Leavenworth. The night the order came, the froops
of the expedition against the Cheyennes held parade in spite
of their ragged condition. Robert Morris Peck, who was a
trooper with the expedition, describes the sergeant-major
who formed the battalion for the dress parade, as being
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dressed in a pair of moecasing, Indian leggins over a dirty
pair of drawers without trousers, an old cut off stable frock
for a shirt, no jacket, and a bandanna handkerchief tied
around his head. His clothing was typical of that of most of
the command. The troops were very unwilling to be sepa-
rated from Colonel Sumner and he promised to use his influ-
ence to have them returned to Fort Leavenworth, since he
felt sure that the people had no idea of their condition
nor of the hardships they had undergone. He succeeded in
this and the force returned to Fort Leavenworth in Septem-
ber, only a part of the wagon train going to Utah.

The second great expedition to leave Fort Leavenworth
during this year was the expedition against Utah which was
made necessary by the refusal of Brigham Young to hold
himself in any way responsible to the United States. Polyg-
amy had become a flagrant matter. The Mormons refused
to recognize the authority of commissioners, governors, or
representatives of the Federal Government; it, therefore,
was decided to resort to force. Accordingly, the 5th and the
10th Infantry Regiments, the 2d Regular Dragoons, and a
battery of the 2d Artillery were placed under the command of
General Harney and were sent out under orders to put down
the Mormon Rebellion. However, General Harney was re-
moved from command, probably at the instigation of the-
Governor of Kansas, who insisted that the General was
needed at Fort Leavenworth because of the troubled condi-
~ tion existing within the State. General Persifor F. Smith
was placed in command. Within a week’s time after his as-
signment, General Smith died at Fort Leavenworth, thus
leaving the command of the expedition, which was already
on its way, to Colonel T. L. Alexander. It further was de-
cided to retain the 2d Dragoons in the Post because of the
fear of Missouri border warfare.

The remainder of the expedition moved out on July 18.
In the meantime General Albert Sidney Johnston had been
ordered to take command ; however, he did not arrive at Fort
Leavenworth until the 11th of September. Six companies
of the 2d Dragoons under command of Colonel Philip St.
George Cooke were then suddenly ordered to act as an escort
for Governor Cummings who had been appointed the un-
welcome chief executive of Utah. Colonel Cooke worked
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under great diffiiculties for he was given only four days to
prepare for his march of one thousand miles. No sooner
had General Johnston left the Post, on September 17, than he
received rumors that Alexander had lost his supply train.
This proved to be only too true, for the Mormons not only
had captured the train but had burned all possible forage,
and the troops were suffering from extreme hunger and
cold. Under the most adverse conditions, Captain Randolph
B. Marcy was sent to Fort Massachusetts in New Mexico for
supplies. .,

As soon as news of this disaster came to the East, great
excitement developed on every hand. Congress decided to
spend money freely, and reinforcements to the number of
four thousand were ordered to concentrate at Fort Leaven-
worth. By December, the Post again was filled with troops.
A letter of the wife of an Army officer stationed here at that
time says, “There are two thousand troops now at the Fort
and we are very much crowded and will be until some of the
cavalry and dragoons can be moved to Fort Riley. The ex-
press already has gone to Washington calling for more
troops and we are all trembling in our shoes fearing that our
better halves will be taken from us, as without doubt one
regiment is destined for Utah in the spring. If they go,
they will probably remain for years and we have no hope of
joining them even if they are not cut off.”

Other things were happening in and around the Fort
during 1857, although the expeditions occupied the attention
of most of the soldiers. In January, the Leavenworth, Paw-
nee, and Western Railroad was organized, which promised a
travel outlet from the Kansas plains other than the river. In
the same month, a Free-State mob took possession of Leaven-
worth, driving practically all the pro-slavers out of the town.
Crowded conditions in the Post itself was causing the Medi-
cal Department uneasiness, and attempts were made to im-
prove conditions, which the Medical Officer on duty at the
post described as follows: “The general police of the garri-
son is pretty good, better than it has been since I have been
stationed here. Health and cleanliness render it imperative
that some provision or arrangement be made which will en-
able the men to bathe in the winter season, when the streams
are all frozen and water rather difficult to obtain. A proper
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place should be provided for the laundries in the command,
where all the washing may be done and the dirty water be
conveyed out of the garrison.”

General Harney again was placed in command of the
reinforcements which were sent to Utah in 1858, and the
Reverend Father De Smet was appointed by the President
as Chaplain, Father De Smet, whose Life and Travels Among
the North American Indians has furnished much material
of interest to the #tudent of the history of the Middle West,
mentions the expedition ds one of great interest and speaks
at length of the generosity and fairness of General Harney
toward the chaplain’s duties and work among the men. The
troops moved out in seven columns with a huge wagon train.
No money had been spared to equip the expedition as com-
pletely as possible. General Harney and his Staff moved out
first, and then followed in rapid succession on successive
days: Colonel George Andrews with the 6th Infantry, Colonel
Pitcairn Morrison with the 4th Artillery, Colonel J. Monroe
with the 3d Artillery, Colonel Edwin V. Sumner with the 1st
Cavalry, and finally Colonel Charles A. May and Major Wil-
liam H. Emory. By June 12, the troops were gone, the Post
had settled back to its accustomed quiet, and life was re-
duced to normal. However, when the troops had marched no
more than 480 milss from Fort Leavenworth, they received
notice that the Mormons had submitted, so the relieving
force was reassigned and part of it ordered back. The matter
however was not fully adjusted until 1859. Horace Greeley
passed through the Post at that time and wrote of having
seen loads of officers’ wives and children setting out to join
their husbands who were still in Utah. The troops of the
relieving force had been reassigned and did not leave for
their new stations in New Mexico and Arizona until May,
1860, having remained all this time in camp, uncertain just
what the final outcome in Utah might b